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Boys State awards and scholarships are made available to those students who have 
exemplified “statesmanship” in their qualities of character, scholarship, citizenship, patriotism, 
and leadership. Some of them include: 
• Donald E. Johnson Outstanding Citizen Scholarship — $6,000. The American Legion of 

Iowa Foundation gives this award annually to the Outstanding Citizen of Boys State. 
• American Legion of Iowa Boys State Governor Scholarship – $1,000. Awarded to the 

elected Boys State Governor. NOTE: If he is also the Outstanding Citizen, he only receives 
the Donald E. Johnson Scholarship, not both. This scholarship is paid by The American 
Legion of Iowa and The American Legion of Iowa Foundation. 

• Andy Haverman Scholarship – $500. In memory of Andy Haverman, 1996 Boys State 
Citizen. Based on staff recommendations and performance during the Boys State session. 
This scholarship is provided by the Haverman family and Dedham Post #20. 

• Keith Baker Scholarship – $500. Based on staff recommendations and performance during 
Boys State. Provided by the American Legion of Iowa Foundation. 

• Legal Merit Award – $500. Presented to the delegate who scores the highest on The Boys 
State “Bar Exam,” administered to those delegates who become part of the law school at 
Boys State. Provided by The American Legion of Iowa Boys State. 

• Boys Nation Senators. All travel and expenses are funded by the National organization. Two 
Boys Nation Senators will be invited to attend The American Legion of Iowa’s Mid-Winter 
Conference, to report on their experiences at Boys Nation. 

• Boys Nation Senators (Alternates) – $750. Given to the two alternates chosen as Boys 
Nation Senators, if they are not called upon to attend Boys Nation. This is provided by the 
American Legion of Iowa Boys State and The American Legion of Iowa Foundation. 

• Sons of The American Legion Highway Patrol Award – $500. Presented to the delegate who 
completes the examination process of the Boys State Highway Patrol and is promoted to the 
rank of “Colonel” as a result. 

• Sons of The American Legion Second in Command Award – $500. Presented to the 
delegate who is elected Lt. Governor of Boys State. 

• Sons of The American Legion Outstanding Band Member – $500. Presented to the delegate 
who participates in The Boys State Band, and excels, as chosen by the Boys State Band 
Director. 

• Sons of The American Legion Outstanding Chorus Member – $500. Presented to the 
delegate who participates in The Boys State Chorus, and excels, as chosen by the Boys 
State Chorus Director. 

• Samsung Scholarship (see page 2) 
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Worldwide electronics leader Samsung endowed a scholarship fund of $5 million to be 
administered by The American Legion in 1996. Meant to show appreciation for U.S. veterans 
who came to Korea’s aid during its struggle against communist forces in the Korean War, the 
Samsung American Legion Scholarship Program established a series of scholarships derived 
from interest and other income from the principal amount. To date, the Samsung American 
Legion Scholarship has awarded more than $6.5 million to nearly 2,266 applicants since its 
inception in 1996. 
Selection Criteria for The Samsung Scholarship: Eligibility – The student must be a descendant 
of a U.S. veteran who served honorably during at least one of the wartime periods. A 
descendant is defined as a “direct lineage, i.e., child, grandchild, great-grandchild, etc., and 
legally adopted children. The student must attend an accredited U.S. college or university. The 
scholarship is for undergraduate study only and may be used for tuition, books, fees (normal 
and customary), and room and board (university housing or its equivalent). 

• Samsung Scholarship applications are available ONLY online at 
http://www.legion.org/scholarships/samsung. To be considered, you must be a delegate to 
the American Legion of Iowa Boys State. 

• Scholarship applications are restricted to high school juniors who attend the current session 
of either The American Legion Boys State or Auxiliary Girls State program and are a direct 
descendant – i.e., child, grandchild, great-grandchild, etc. – or a legally adopted child of an 
eligible veteran, as outlined in The American Legion membership criteria. 

• Samsung scholarships are for undergraduate study only and may be used for tuition, books, 
fees, and room and board. Winners are selected according to academic record, involvement 
in school and community activities, community service, and financial need. Applicants who 
are direct descendants of Korean War veterans will receive special consideration. 

• Scholarships are due prior to the participant’s arrival at American Legion Boys State and 
must be submitted using the online application. 
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