High School Oratorical Contest
Assigned Topics for 2019
The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than three (3) minutes or more than five (5)
minutes for delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker's
knowledge of the subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability to discuss the topic as
related to the basic principles of government under the Constitution.
The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in full view of the audience immediately
before the last speaker begins delivery of his or her prepared oration and will be made known to
the audience and each contestant approximately five (5) minutes prior to the time of delivery.
All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language on the same
assigned topic.
Assigned Topics for 2019 Oratorical Contest 1
Amendment 1
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
Amendment 4
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.
Amendment 13
1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place
subject to their jurisdiction.
2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Amendment 21
1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby
repealed.
2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United
States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof,
is hereby prohibited.
3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within
seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

1

"Assigned Topics," The American Legion, accessed July 23, 2018, https://www.legion.org/oratorical/topics.

